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Your time, their future




Have you ever thought about being a foster carer????
TimeWise Fostering are looking to hear from anybody who is interested in becoming a foster carer for children aged 11 to 18 years. They are seeking to recruit foster carers living in North Dublin, Co. Louth and Co. Meath to become part of their team that provides wrap-around services and support to young people, their families and the foster carers. You can come along and join them at their Open Information Evening on the 3rd June at 6.30pm at their offices in Santry or call them on 01-842-45-25 to get more details.
TimeWise Fostering is a unique and specialist treatment foster care programme, committed to achieving successful foster care placements and positive outcomes for young people aged between 11 – 18 years. The Programme is a partnership between the Daughters of Charity Child and Family Service and the Health Service Executive, Local Health Office North Dublin.

The TimeWise Fostering programme is based on a highly successful model called ‘Multidimensional Treatment Foster Care’ originally developed by the Oregon Social Learning Centre in America. It has a 75% success rate!  TimeWise Fostering is a treatment model of foster care that focuses on making positive changes in young peoples lives. This is achieved by a foster family working in collaboration with the TimeWise Team. Together they work with the young person for a defined period of time, up to one year, to achieve better outcomes for the young person so they can return home when possible. 
In recognition of all that is involved in fostering and to help people be best prepared TimeWise provide a very comprehensive training programme for all their foster carers prior to, and during, the placement of a young person. Additionally all TimeWise Foster Carers receive 24 hour support from the TimeWise team throughout the duration of the young person’s stay with them from the TimeWise Out of Hours Service. This, along with the intensive support package for the young person, their family and their foster carers, is crucial to the many successes achieved by the young people. 
TimeWise Foster Carers come from a range of backgrounds, experiences and locations. From those who made initial enquiries, some have now successfully completed the ‘Foundations for Fostering’ training course and have been approved as Multidimensional Treatment Foster Carers with the TimeWise programme and are caring for young people. Their comments about their experiences so far to becoming Foster Carers with TimeWise include: “The fostering course was fantastic and gave us an insight into what young people coming into care go through. It helped us to understand how tough life can be for some people.” and “We feel that over the past few months since applying to be foster carers we have been educated and enlightened by both the foster care team and the other foster care applicants!” The average duration from your initial phone call to TimeWise to becoming an approved foster carer can be approximately 4-5 months, but will go at your pace and allow enough time for you to  reflect on all that is involved in becoming a foster carer so that you can be really sure becoming a foster carer is right for you and your family.
It is important you have a spare bedroom. TimeWise only ever place one young person at any one time with foster carers. As the children stay for up to a year, the full time foster carers are supported by other foster carers who will care for the child for a few days a month. These foster carers are known as ‘Respite Foster Carers’ Respite carers provide a valuable support and are very much needed. If you have ever thought about fostering but feel you don’t have the time to do it full time then perhaps becoming a respite foster carer is something you could do?
TimeWise Fostering will have an Open Information Evening on the 3rd June at 6.30pm until 9.30pm at their offices in Santry, The Daughters of Charity, Top Floor O’Reilly Building, Swords Road, Santry, Dublin . They invite anybody interested in becoming a foster carer to come along where they will be delighted to provide you with further information or answer any questions you may have. Alternatively you can call a member of the team on 01-842-45-25, log onto www.timewisefostering.ie, or send an enquiry to info@timewisefostering.ie
